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Church History I 


Patrick of Ireland (c. AD 387-493) 


“Daily I expect murder, fraud or captivity, but I fear none of these things because of the promises 
of heaven. I have cast myself into the hands of God almighty who rules everywhere.””! 


Key Designations: 


s Known as the “Apostle of the Irish”.? 

° Responsible for converting the people of Ireland to Christianity.’ 

- Also known as “St. Patrick”, patron saint of Ireland.‘ 

E St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated on March 17.5 

Key Background Information: 

$ Born to a “Romanized” family in Britain likely in the first half of the 5th century.° 

° Likely born at Old-Kilpatrick, between Alcluaid (now Dumbarton), and Glasgow, in 


Scotland, although some have argued he was born in Armorica, Gaul. His parents were 
Calpurnius and Conchessa (Conchessa was probably the sister of St. Martin of Tours).’ 


s Was taken by pirates and sold into slavery at the age of 16. He worked six years as a 
workman in Ireland, and his faith sustained him.® 

e Trained at the well-known schools of St. Martin at Tours and Lerins.’ 

s Patrick’s baptismal name was “Succath”; was changed at his ordination to “Magonius”; 


but Pope Celestine I, to add dignity to his mission to Ireland, conferred on him the Patrician 


order, calling him “Patricius”. !? 


° Legends state that Patrick banished all snakes from Ireland (which was false).'! 
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Key Events: 


e After escaping slavery and returning to Britain, he had a vision to return to Ireland and 
spread his faith to them. 
° Traveled to Ireland after studying in a monastery. He traveled extensively in Ireland and 


preached, baptized, practiced confirmation, founded schools, churches, and monasteries. He 
converted almost the entire population of Ireland. ! 


° His first convert was a chief named Dicho, who built a church in Down.!4 

° Founded the metropolitan see of Armagh in AD 445.!° 

° Held a synod in AD 450 to regulate the discipline of the church which he had founded. 16 
Key Ideas: 

° Legends state that Patrick used a shamrock as an explanation of the Trinity.!” 

sd Spoke out strongly against slavery and was one of the earliest Christians to do so.'® 

Key Works: 

° Confessio-Patrick’s “spiritual autobiography” which records his call to go to Ireland to 
spread his faith. Written in Latin.!” 

s Epistola-Argues the case for the Irish Christians at the hands of their British conquerors.”° 
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